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Abstract: Design education and research in Mexico have been advancing and 
adapting. The European influence in the development of its teaching was particularly 
evident through the creation of art academies and contact with pioneering 
institutions that led to the regional development of graduate programs. The 
importance of the link between design education and professional practice to create 
a solid academic base for the discipline is notorious depending on the region. In 
Mexico, progress has been made in research policies, as evidenced by the growth in 
the number of postgraduate programs in design, however, the slow development of 
doctoral programs and the dependence on national priorities and assigned limited 
government budgets is evident. Doctoral programs emphasise theoretical and 
scientific rigour to promote knowledge production, but there is a deficiency of 
practical verification in communities and innovation centres. Design education in 
Mexico aims to achieve a new higher quality profile and international recognition. 
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1. Mexican Design Schools and the European Link 

It was in the early fifties under the influence of The New Bauhaus in Chicago and also with migrant 
students and teachers of the Hochschule für Gestaltung in Ulm, that the creation of design schools in 
Latin America began (Bonsiepe & Cullars, 1991). Such is the case of Tomás Maldonado who visited 
Ulm and his contact with Gui Bonsiepe (Devalle, 2018) established as professor in Germany, United 
States and later on in Argentina. Another case is Cuban-Mexican designer Clara Porset who 
collaborated with Josef Albers from the Bahuaus (Mallet, 2013) influenced the creation of teaching 
courses in the Universidad Nacional Autonoma de Mexico. 

 One of the first schools to implement a study program in design was Universidad Iberoamericana, 
which was inspired by the festivities of the 1968 Olympic Games, the industrial growth of the country 
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and the development of art and culture. The first course in graphic design at Iberoamericana was 
followed by the National School of Architecture with Professor Horacio Duran who founded the 
Industrial Design program (Encuadre, 2006). The influence of German, British and Italian design 
during the last three decades of the twentieth century determined that the industry and the 
academy recognized design as a discipline that would go beyond art. 

 At the same time, the identity that Mexico embodies from pre-Columbian cultures to the present 
day has remained within the limits of crafts and small and medium-scale production. According to 
the design historian Dina Comisarenco (Gravier et al., 2020), Mexican design culture reconstruction is 
still being sought, highlighting the individual and social change. With this preamble, it is possible to 
identify not only the historical pattern of design education in Mexico, but in all of Latin America, 
emphasizing the European influence for its construction. 

2. Regional Development of Postgraduate 
Programmes  
2.1 The case of Central Mexico as seed capital 
According to the geographic characteristics of INEGI Mexico (2018), the central region of the country 
is made up of Mexico City, Guerrero, Hidalgo, State of Mexico, Morelos, Puebla, Tlaxcala, and 
Oaxaca, where an important nucleus of industrial and commercial entities, educational and 
governmental institutions, healthcare services, among others, is concentrated. This concentration is 
further intensified in Mexico City and the State of Mexico, generating a first effect of centralization 
and saturation that spreads to nearby states and the rest of the country. 

The first graduate programs in Mexico began in Mexico City around the 1920s (García, J. 1990). 
However, it was not until 1946 that graduate studies acquired their current structure, separated 
from undergraduate programs, and exponential growth in the offering of graduate programs was 
observed in the 1970s, both in the public and private sectors. At UNAM, doctoral and master's 
degrees were awarded continuously starting in 1932, and the first Higher Education Studies 
Regulations were issued in 1967, establishing criteria for graduate programs, making UNAM's work a 
pioneer in Latin America (UNAM Graduate Studies, n.d.). 

In the case of Design, the start of graduate programs in Design in Mexico City can be linked to the 
emergence and promotion of architecture and urbanism programs, followed by Industrial Design 
programs in 1981. "...Graduate courses in Industrial Design [at UNAM], the first in Latin America, 
began, coordinated by Fernando Martín Juez"; others, such as the Master's in Creativity, previously 
the Master's in Design, Creativity, and Communication at the National School of Fine Arts Institute 
(EDINBA), are also pioneers in Design education at the graduate level (Ariza, 2012). However, it 
should be noted that depending on different approaches, disciplinary areas, or even trends, 
programs that consider Design can be found in faculties or schools belonging to areas related to 
engineering, marketing, or even administration. 

According to Berlanga (2022), the reference criteria for graduate programs (such as classification or 
ranking systems) go beyond the volume of academic production or number of published articles and 
also consider qualitative aspects, as well as learning and research outcomes and performance 
according to their field of study. Thus, in this article, some of the programs that have a significant 
historical trajectory within the Design academic community or have been registered in the National 
Program of Quality Graduate Programs (PNPC) are presented below.  
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As shown in Table 1, graduate programs offered in the central zone of Mexico by the National 
Autonomous University of Mexico (UNAM) and the Metropolitan Autonomous University (UAM) 
have stood out for the type and number of Design graduate programs offered, characterised by the 
variety of approaches and disciplinary, inter and transdisciplinary scopes, from the different schools, 
faculties, and research centres that have been part of these two institutions. 

As a background, graduate programs in Design at both institutions, although from different 
perspectives, share the common characteristic of having ventured and laid the first educational 
foundations at the graduate level, and whose initial proposals highlight the deep consideration of the 
social, political, cultural, and economic context of the central zone of the country, being a seedbed 
for the rest of the country, sharing a faculty with great trajectory with EDINBA, UAEM, and the 
Iberoamerican University. 

The Faculty of Arts and Design at the National Autonomous University of Mexico (UNAM) in 1971 
allowed the Master's in Visual Arts to include a focus on Design and Visual Communication, which 
later became an autonomous field of knowledge. In 2011, the Postgraduate Program in Arts and 
Design was created, which includes the Master's in Design and Visual Communication, the Master's 
in Teaching in Arts and Design, the Master's in Documentary Film, and the Doctorate in Arts and 
Design (P.P. Tomo I, p.2). The latter aims to revalue the activity of visual artists, designers, visual 
communicators, art and design teachers, and documentary filmmakers, maintaining a balance 
between arts, humanities, and sciences to confront their research-production work. 

Table 1. Comparison table of postgraduate programmes offered in central Mexico region. 

Central 
Region 
State 

Institution Programme  
Offered 

Perspective Opening  
year 

Mexico 
City 

Universidad 
Nacional 
Autónoma  
de México  
(UNAM) 
 
 
  
  
  
  
  

Master's Degree  
in Visual Arts 

Focus visual arts from  
a theoretical-practical 
approach 

Approved 
in 1969 

Master's Degree in 
Design and Visual 
Communication 

Methodological 
perspectives from  
an inter-trans-
multidisciplinary 
approach 

Approved 
in 2008 

Master's Degree in 
Teaching in Arts and 
Design 

Train teachers and 
professionals in visual 
arts and design from a 
multidisciplinary 
approach 

Approved 
in 2008 

Master's Degree in 
Documentary 
Filmmaking 

Research, management 
and documentary 
production 

Approved 
in 2008 

PhD in Arts and 
Design 

Train researchers, 
producers and teachers 
with an inter-trans-
multidisciplinary 
approach 

Approved  
in 2008 
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Mexico 
City 

Universidad 
Nacional 
Autónoma  
de México 
(UNAM) 

Master's Degree  
and PhD in 
Architecture 

Critical, social and 
environmental 
approach 

Approved in 1968 
and restructured 
in 1996 by the 
Graduate Studies 
Division of the 
School of 
Architecture.  

Master's Degree and 
PhD in Urban 
Planning 

Interventions in urban 
phenomena from a 
multidisciplinary, 
critical and social 
approach 

Approved in 1967 
and restructured 
in 2000 by the 
General 
Coordination of 
Graduate Studies 

Master's Degree in 
Industrial Design 

Quality research for 
project activity and 
design development 

Approved  
in 1980 

Mexico 
City 

Universidad 
Autónoma 
Metropolitana - 
Xochimilco 
Campus 

Master's Degree in 
Sciences and Arts of 
Design 

Interdisciplinary Approved in 
1995, adequate 
to start in 1997 

PhD in Sciences and 
Arts of Design 

Interdisciplinary Approved in 2003 

Master's Degree  
in Design and 
Editorial Production 

Transdisciplinary Approved in 2009 

Universidad 
Autónoma 
Metropolitana - 
Azcapotzalco 
Campus 

Master's Degree in 
Design and Product 
Development 

Disciplinary e 
Interdisciplinary 

Approved in 1981 

Master's Degree in 
Bioclimatic Design 

Interdisciplinary Approved in 2015 

Master's Degree in 
Design and visual 
information 

Interdisciplinary Approved in 2015 

Universidad 
Autónoma 
Metropolitana - 
Cuajimalpa 
Campus 

Master in Design, 
information and 
communication 

Interdisciplinary and 
Transdisciplinary 

Approved in 2012 
with modification 
in 2018 

Mexico 
City 

Escuela de 
Diseño del 
Instituto 
Nacional de 
Bellas Artes 
(EDINBA) 

Master's Degree  
in Creativity for 
Design 

Interdisciplinary Approved in 1994 

Master's Degree  
in Theory and 
Critique of Design 

Disciplinary and 
Interdisciplinary 

No data 
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Mexico 
City 

Universidad 
Iberoamericana 

Master's Degree  
in Strategic Design 
and Innovation 

Disciplinary and 
Interdisciplinary 

Opening in 2006 

Morelos Universidad 
Autónoma  
del Estado  
de Morelos  
(UAEM) 

Master's Degree and 
PhD in Image, Art, 
Culture and Society 

Researchers in social 
and creative processes 
from an inter-trans-
multidisciplinary 
approach 

No data 

State of 
Mexico 

Universidad 
Autónoma  
del Estado  
de México  
(UAEM) 

PhD in Design Train researchers in 
transdisciplinary design 

No data 

 

The Autonomous Metropolitan University (UAM) offered its first Design postgraduate program in 
1982 with the Master's in Product Development, in collaboration with Gui Bonsiepe from the HFG in 
Ulm, Germany (M. Rodríguez Viqueira, comunicación personal, Marzo 2023). Later, the specialisation 
in Environmental Design was created, which evolved into Master's and Doctorate programs with the 
inclusion of more development lines in the field of design. In subsequent years, various postgraduate 
Design programs were created in the different UAM units. 

Master's programs in Design at both institutions offer planned and gradual guidance in the level of 
approach to the established lines or areas in the program, with the intention of enriching the 
documentary and research work for the development of a thesis. The projects developed in the 
respond to the complex context of the City and State of Mexico and the surrounding states, 
highlighting the interest in the use and optimization of regional natural and material resources, 
analysis of traditional or artisanal production practices, linkage with particular technologies or 
production processes, and a deep analysis of the user and their context. Most programs have a 
social-humanistic profile, both in production and in research, but this does not guarantee the 
intervention and insertion of graduates in public and private institutions, or in the business sector. 
Therefore, it is necessary to promote research networks with perspectives of cooperation with other 
disciplinary fields, based on lines of research and theoretical-conceptual epistemological reflection 
with emerging approaches and through research production. 

2.2 Programmes in west Mexico: an strategic positioning 
The central-western region of Mexico, composed of seven states - Aguascalientes, Colima, 
Guanajuato, Jalisco, Michoacán, Nayarit - is considered by the National Association of Higher 
Education Universities of the country (ANUIES). This region includes various universities, such as the 
private Tecnológico de Monterrey with its campuses in León and Guadalajara. The institution 
initiated a graduate program in Innovation and Industrial Design in 2010, which is currently 
undergoing restructuring. The public University of San Luis Potosí used to offer a postgraduate 
program in Habitat Sciences, which is also currently being restructured. The university, however, 
currently has a specialty in Habitat Sciences with a focus on the development of new products and 
editorial design. Additionally, the public University Virtual del Estado de Guanajuato (UVEG) offers a 
Doctorate in Innovation, while the private Instituto Tecnológico de Estudios Superiores de Occidente 
(ITESO) focuses on collective learning, reflection, and societal transformation. ITESO has a Master's in 
Strategic Design and Social Innovation.  
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Table 2. Comparison table of postgraduate programmes offered in west Mexico region. 

West 
region 
state 

Institution Programme offered Perspective Opening year 

Jalisco Universidad de 
Guadalajara 

Master in design and 
industrial innovation 

Disciplinary, multi 
and interdisciplinary 

Approval in 
2015, started 
in 2016 

Master in 
Ergonomics 

Disciplinary, multi 
and interdisciplinary 

2005 

Master in design 
information and 
communication 

Disciplinary 2021 

Instituto 
Tecnológico  
de Estudios 
Superiores de 
Occidente (ITESO) 

Master in Strategic 
Design and Social 
Innovation 

Disciplinary,  
multi, inter and 
transdisciplinary 

Approval in 
2018 started 
in 2020 

Guanajuato Universidad 
Virtual del Estado 
de Guanajuato 
(UVEG) 

PhD in Innovation Disciplinary, multi 
and interdisciplinary 

2020 

San Luis 
Potosí 

Universidad 
Autónoma de  
San Luis Potosí 
(UASLP) 

Specialty in Habitat 
Sciences, orientation 
in the development 
of new products and 
editorial design 

Disciplinary, multi 
and interdisciplinary 

2016 

 

The public University of Guadalajara, which is 229 years old, adopted a network organisation model 
in 1993, diversifying into various parts of Jalisco and integrating high school, undergraduate, and 
graduate programs. The university is composed of 15 university centers, one of which is the 
University Center of Art, Architecture, and Design, which focuses on design-related fields (CUAAD, 
s.f). The center offers three Master's programs, including Information and Digital Communication 
Design, Ergonomics, and Product Development. The Information and Digital Communication Design 
program, which began in 2020, focuses on investigating and generating knowledge that contributes 
to understanding the challenges posed by new communication paradigms, with an emphasis on 
information design and data visualisation. The Ergonomics program is a full-time graduate program 
with research emphasis, recognized by CONACYT, which began in 2005. The Product Development 
program, initiated in 1996, aimed to cover two needs in the region: continuing education for 
designers in the professional sector, and the requirement of teachers with a master's degree for 
design programs in the region. In 2016, the university initiated a Master's in Industrial Design and 
Innovation (MDII), also recognized by CONACYT, aimed at linking industry, social entrepreneurship, 
and problem-solving. Students are required to undertake an exchange program at a national or 
international graduate program and complete an industry or civic organisation placement. Jalisco has 
been instrumental in the educational development of the region and other states in central Mexico, 
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and the offer of online postgraduate programs related to design is on the rise. See table 2 for 
comparison. 

2.3 Northern region: a global response 
The northern region of Mexico, comprising nine states, is home to approximately 266 public 
universities and higher education centres, as well as 641 private institutions (ANUIES, 2022). 
However, the number of design postgraduate programs in this part of the country is still incipient, 
with only 19 programs currently available, despite some undergraduate degrees having been in 
existence for more than thirty years. This invites us to question what level of specialisation or 
professionalisation of knowledge our environment requires and why design has not been considered 
an important area for regional development. 

The growth of postgraduate programs at the national level is related to the requirement for faculty 
qualification, disciplinary diversity, and occupational specialisation, as well as the idea of design as a 
professional activity. Of the 19 postgraduate programs identified in the northern part of the country, 
only eight are located in public institutions, while the rest are in private universities. There are a few 
specialties and doctorates, and the rest are master's degrees. They are taught at ten universities in 
only four states, all of which border the United States. See comparative table 3. 

The UDEM offers the highest number of postgraduate design programs, followed by the UACJ with 
two master's degrees and one doctorate. At this institution, the first postgraduate programs were for 
architects, as this degree opened almost 50 years ago at this institution. The Master's in Holistic 
Design (2003) was then opened, which began accepting the first graduates in graphic, industrial, and 
interior design from various institutions in the state. Currently, the seven postgraduate programs of 
the Institute of Architecture, Design, and Art have international students, researchers, and 
collaborators, which has allowed for a fluid dialogue on the scope of design in terms of its impact on 
the environment and the creation of networks. 

The Doctorate in Design deserves attention for its perspective based on the trends of similar 
programs worldwide and the experience that several teacher-researchers had studying postgraduate 
programs at European universities, especially Spanish and English. It considers research through 
practice as well as the already traditional perspective of humanities doctorates to "understand a 
problem [that requires] a comprehensive will, discursive elaboration [and is the] classic scheme of 
humanities subjects (traditional discursive argumentation) with purely reflexive and discursive 
works" (de La Iglesia in Ariza, p. 539). 

 Table 3. Comparison table of postgraduate programmes offered in north Mexico region. 

North 
region 
state 

Institution Programme offered Perspective Opening year 

Baja 
California 

Centro de 
Estudios 
Universitarios 
Xochicalco 

Maester in 
Multimedia Design 

Development, 
administration  
and evaluation of 
multimedia projects 

Official 
validity record 
of 2013 

Universidad 
de Tijuana, 
CUT 

Master in Planing 
and Urban Design 

Methods for developing 
policies and projects 

Official 
validity record 
of 2013 
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Universidad 
Autónoma de 
Baja 
California 

Master in 
Architecture, 
Urbanism and 
Design 

Technical-scientific 
qualification of teachers 

It is proposed 
in 2018 as a 
MyDAUD 
program by 
the Faculties 
of Mexicali, 
Tijuana and 
Ensenada 

PhD in Architecture, 
Urbanism and 
Design 

Training of researchers in 
the multidisciplinary 
habitat studies 

University 
José 
Vasconcelos 

Master in 
Advertising and 
Multimedia Design 

Mastery of the 
instruments of theory, 
practice and technique 

Official 
validity record 
of 2018 

Chihuahua Instituto 
Superior de 
Arquitectura  
y Diseño 

Master in Advanced 
Architectonic Design 
Diseño 
Arquitectónico 
Avanzado 

Multidisciplinary 
knowledge and skills to 
design the architectural 
project 

Opening in 
2005 

Master in Innovation 
and Design 
Management 

Methodologies, theories 
and processes of 
strategic design 

Opening in 
2015 

Universidad 
Autónoma de 
Ciudad Juárez 

Master in Creative 
Studies and 
Processes in  
Art and Design 

Emphasis on  
research-creation, 
interdisciplinary vision 

Opening in 
2010 

Master in Design 
and Product 
Development 

Product planning, 
research and project 
generation 

Background: 
Master in 
Holistic 
Design (2003) 

PhD in Design Interdisciplinary 
approaches 

  

Nuevo 
León 

Universidad  
de Monterrey 
(UDEM) 

Master in Art and 
Design of Video 
Games 

Development of 
animation projects, study 
of new technologies 

Opening in 
2015 

Master in Graphic 
Design 

Application of avant-
garde design and 
management techniques, 
concepts and theories 

Opening in 
2018, to 
accommodate 
graduates of 
both master's 
degrees and 
from other 
states in the 
region 

Master in Design 
and Development  
of Containers and 
Packaging (online) 

Research for product 
management 

Official 
validity record 
of 2017 
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Universidad 
Autónoma de 
Nuevo León 

Master in Interior 
Design and 
Architectural 
Environments 

Study of living space, 
projects 

 

Master in Graphic 
Design Orientation 
in Creative Direction 

Management of creative 
projects, processes and 
products 

Official 
validity record 
of 2009 

Instituto 
Tecnológico  
y de Estudios 
Superiores de 
Monterrey 

Master in 
Architecture and 
Urban Design 

Technological, 
participatory and 
creative tools to 
formulate projects 

 

Tamaulipas Universidad 
Autónoma de 
Tamaulipas 

Master of 
Architecture with  

Emphasis in Architectural 
Design and Architectural 
Rehabilitation 

Official 
validity record 
of 2018 

 

On the other hand, the Tecnológico de Monterrey, with eighty years of experience and constant 
change and innovation, is now considered one of the best private universities in Latin America. 
Through its 22 campuses, it has managed to consolidate its School of Architecture, Art, and Design 
(EAAD) by promoting postgraduate and continuing education programs. The EAAD's strategy has 
been to position itself in ten campuses in different regions of the country with four undergraduate 
degrees and two postgraduate programs. Currently, the ongoing Master's in Architecture and Urban 
Design has the highest number of students. The Master's in Innovation and Design has been 
constantly updated, emphasising topics such as strategic, systemic, and prospective design. One of 
the challenges faced in maintaining postgraduate programs aligned with budgets and directed 
towards indexed production that responds to keeping the school within global rankings. This has led 
to refocusing the postgraduate program beyond professionalisation and much more towards 
scientific research. 

Although the northern region of the country was one of the last regions to incorporate postgraduate 
programs in design, the growth rate is significant. We are still in the stage of primarily forming 
academics, but with the vision of training new design researchers and consultants who can open up 
novel perspectives for the region while advancing towards the consolidation of programs and 
projects related to industry. The insertion of more and more researchers into the National System of 
Researchers and interdisciplinary work contribute to this. 

3. Supporting Organisations, Industry and Collectives 
Design culture in Mexico has been largely promoted by organisations involved in accrediting 
educational programs. These bodies, such as the Interinstitutional Committees for the Evaluation of 
Higher Education (CIEES) and the Council for the Accreditation of Higher Education, are responsible 
for regulating the quality of educational programs in Mexico. While their primary focus is on 
evaluating undergraduate programs, they have also helped to create a framework for design 
education in the country. These organisations are made up of evaluators who consider market 
demand, program innovation, and educational philosophy. They recognize that working on design 
policy, as well as positioning the profession in social, commercial, government, and industrial spaces, 
are tasks that fall under both the professional and educational fields. 
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There have been initiatives to create national design policies in Mexico, such as the 2008 John 
Heskets´s proposal which was presented to the Economic Commission of the National Chamber of 
Deputies (Rodríguez, 2008). This proposal aimed to promote an innovative mindset among 
entrepreneurs and businesses in Mexico, and to integrate innovation and development processes 
through research and design. Although there is no evidence of this initiative being followed up on, 
universities and accreditation institutions are continuing to build mechanisms that demonstrate the 
role of design in addressing Mexico's priority issues. 

In addition to these efforts, independent groups like Diseña México, the Certification Council for 
Innovation and Design, and professional associations like the Mexican Association of Graphic 
Designers (AMEDIGRAF) and the College of Industrial and Graphic Designers of Mexico (CODIGRAM) 
are also contributing to the promotion of design culture in Mexico. The College of Designers of 
Mexico (coldi.mx) is an officially recognized organisation that represents designers in Mexico and 
aims to support their development, well-being, performance, promotion, and professional 
development with a focus on inclusion, sustainability, and innovation. There are also design 
associations at the state level, such as the College of Architects of Ciudad Juarez and the College of 
Interior Designers of Ciudad Juarez in Chihuahua, and the Graphic Designers Association in Jalisco. 
The link between design education and professional practice is essential to create a solid academic 
foundation for the discipline (Rivera, 2018). According to Morales-Holguín and Gonzalez-Bello (2020), 
the establishment of design methods focused on project development in a workshop format has 
enabled the discipline to consolidate itself. The exchange between industry and academia has played 
a vital role in producing design professionals, and research-creation is one of the processes currently 
being promoted by the government and educational institutions. 

The first approaches to a particular way of conducting research in this area came from countries such 
as England or the United States and from the academic environment. Christopher Frayling (1993) 
was one of the first to propose that research in design and art can be done on them or through 
them. Later, Fatina Saikaly (2003) found that two fundamental perspectives in design postgraduate 
programs are practice-oriented research and practice-centred research guided mainly by a reflexive 
and interpretative approach to inquiry.  

Several postgraduate programs in Mexico, both professional and research-oriented, have 
materialised these perspectives in the content structure. The General Law on Humanities, Sciences, 
Technologies, and Innovation (HCTI Law), presented in 2022 and promoted by the National Council of 
Science and Technology (Conacyt), aims to vindicate "the humanistic and dialogic nature of the 
country's scientific and technological policy, through proposals linked to these areas that strengthen 
communities, the development of capacities, and national sovereignty" (Conacyt Communications, 
2023). This is a step towards understanding that design and art can and should enter the public 
debate, open the barriers to interdisciplinary work, generate networks, and go beyond the 
experience of object-oriented or artistic production. It is essential to acquire a critical attitude and a 
systemic-prospective vision in research within the country, based on the study of novel approaches 
and the integration of emerging inter- or transdisciplinary methodologies.  

 4. Research Policy controversy: Searching the New 
Profile 
Current policies for supporting research are related to the priorities of the country, generally focused 
on Engineering and technological development. One of the successes is the coincidences that have 
been had in promoting schools of Arts, Literature, and Architecture, generally grouped in humanities. 



Postgraduate Programmes Evolution in Mexico: Perspectives from three regions 

Until 2022, the National Program of Quality Postgraduate Studies of the National Council of Science 
and Technology showed more than twenty postgraduate programs in design in its catalogue. If we 
compare this with the number of programs that were part of this list in 2010 -barely seven: three in 
consolidated level, two in development, and two in recent creation- it could be thought that there 
was considerable growth. However, it would also be necessary to review the number of programs 
currently offered in the country. According to a study carried out by Ariza (2012), the number of 
programs that were registered in the ANUIES catalogue a decade ago was 58. 

Starting in 2022, with the renewal and change of the PNPC to the National Postgraduate System, the 
evaluation has been pending, giving an opportunity to register programs with a less complex 
mechanism derived from a national policy that seeks to promote scholarships for anyone who wants 
to study a postgraduate program in Mexico. It cannot be denied that this new way of evaluating the 
quality of postgraduate programs has to do with the invitation to austerity of the current 
government and the reduction of funds for research, including less operational expenses. Perhaps 
what is important to rescue is the proposal for a social retribution for those of us dedicated to 
research and a more palpable impact of academic projects and products on the reality of the 
country. 

Aligning the objectives of postgraduate programs with national problems has also allowed for certain 
openness for design programs, since the possibilities for impact are broad if we understand the levels 
of professional, ethical, social, and cultural responsibility (Frascara, 2000) of our practice. It is in this 
context that master's and doctoral programs in design in our country are aligning with the 
perspectives of the entities that manage and validate research. But far from meaning a setback for 
the discipline, this gives it a fertile field for the search for meaning. 

We visualize a new profile where we can implement mechanisms in which design research in 
postgraduate programs leaves the traditional approach, where problems are commonly established 
by academic interests or in a disciplinary way to launch design as a project. By searching for highly 
collaborative research approaches, doctorates are governed by performance and incidence criteria 
that can generate regional projects and articulated macro-projects (CONACyT, 2021, p.9). We must 
take advantage of, as Findeli (2015) explains, that the reason why several possible research questions 
are hidden behind any design question is that its field of activity and its object of study is precisely 
the daily experience of people; therefore, the impact of the research must reach them. The 
contribution to social and economic development can only flourish in the commitment to more 
conscious links between the university and the local environment. 

The development of doctoral programs has been slow, although in the last two decades, with the 
support of CONACYT, there has been an increase in the production of academic articles, the 
promotion of postgraduate scholarships, and the creation of research programs. There is no study 
that provides approximate information regarding the number of scientific products indexed in the 
country. One indicator could be the QR ranking by discipline, which in its latest edition only places 
UNAM and Tecnológico de Monterrey within the top 100 (Top Universities, n.d.). Currently, 
universities with more experience are beginning to take action to include these metrics in their 
statutes and strategic plans. A certain disadvantage appears on the map since most of the doctoral 
and master's programs promoted in the country depend on national priorities and the six-year 
budgets assigned to institutions.  

In relation to the industrial and business sector, the postgraduate courses in design have made it 
possible to demonstrate the need and value of research for the improvement of productive and 
creative processes, as well as the intrinsic value of the systematic and systemic analysis of 
phenomena, context or users. 
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However, regarding the relationship between design postgraduate programs offer and its impacts in 
society, it can be noticed that the academic field is probably one of the most benefited areas, since 
the incorporation of graduate designers into academic programs has increased the educational 
quality and its level of specialisation. Likewise, the offer of Postgraduate Design programs has 
allowed a greater openness towards interdisciplinarity, through the participation of students from 
other disciplines, as well as the communication and dissemination of research projects with different 
actors, programs, researchers, institutions and companies, strengthening the creation of research 
lines in design. 

5. Conclusion: Global Changes and the Future of the 
Country 
Mexico and Latin America are striving for quality and global recognition in design education, with the 
aim of adapting to national recommendations for higher education. However, academic products 
generated from research do not often transcend in the form of patents or technological 
developments demanded by universities and society. Graduate programs offer opportunities for 
graduates in the business field, but deficiencies arise in terms of applying specialised knowledge to 
industry or innovation. Doctoral programs have a theoretical epistemic nature, which follows 
scientific rigour, generates new knowledge, and has an impact and development in academia. 
However, there is a lack of verification of practical knowledge in communities, laboratories, 
institutes, or innovation centres, and no controls to supervise their effectiveness or compliance in 
practice. Graduation competencies are ideal for strengthening and continuing research in the 
educational labour field.  

Creative research offers a particular way of structuring discourse, developing broader perspectives 
on participation in the priority problems of the environment and society, and helps to systematically 
approach problems and collaborate with other areas of knowledge. The project-oriented perspective 
also opens up a world of opportunities. While Mexico has been following European models for 
design education, the dialogue has expanded, and researchers from different regions have come 
together to discuss how they have been adapting their specialties, master's, and doctoral programs 
to national recommendations. 

The challenge may be less if we consider that the very nature of design is the adaptation of its search 
processes for solutions to the environment and users, we are experts in understanding where the 
problems are and how to address them. Our role as a knowledge area is to identify opportunities to 
improve situations, for which we have learned to observe the world, to work with communities. In 
Mexico, we are positive in thinking that the training of research designers can allow this vision to be 
broadened from the prevailing scientific and academic frameworks, it can achieve an opening in the 
field of discourse, reflection and design production to address the priority problems that research is 
due. 
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